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DCGMA: Scientific expert committee for drug-related 

matters of the German Medical Association 

• Approximately 170 members work on a voluntary basis

• Central Office: 19 staff members (academic/administrative)

• Financed by German Medical Association (BÄK) and National 

Association of Statutory Health Insurance Physicians (KBV)

Tasks:

• Advising the German Medical Association in all questions of 

pharmaceutical policy

• Providing physicians with up-to-date information on rational 

drug therapy and drug safety

• Pharmacovigilance 

• Involved in the benefit assessment of pharmaceuticals in 

accordance with the German Social Code
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How does the DCGMA handle ADR reports?
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Collaboration of the DCGMA with the National 

Competent Authorities in Germany
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Announcement in „Deutsches Ärzteblatt“ (DÄB): 

Diabetic ketoacidosis in association with SGLT2-inhibitors

Total circulation: 368,500 copies
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Topics of DCGMA announcements in 2017 / 2018

• Diabetic ketoacidosis in association with SGLT2-inhibitors

• Vincristine: accidental intrathecal administration

• Can dipyrone interfere with the anti-platelet effect of aspirine?

• Multiple vertebral fractures after discontinuation of denosumab

• Alemtuzumab: refractory autoimmune thrombocytopenia

• Dead volume in intravenous infusions

• Risk of transfusion errors

• Nivolumab: neutropenic fever

• Propofol infusion syndrome: measures to increase safety

• Severe side effects after wound irrigation using an octenidine-
containing antiseptic

• Colchicine: Fatal accidental overdose
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Drug Safety Mail (approx. 17,500 subscribers): 

Hydrochlorothiazide / risk of non-melanoma skin cancer
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Project of recording and assessing medication errors

within the German spontaneous reporting system

Funding: Federal Ministry of Health (Germany)

Project duration: 2015 - 2017

Aims: Feasibility of an analysis of medication errors (ME) 

within the existing structures of the spontaneous

reporting system

Deduction of risk factors and intervention strategies

Methods:ME reported spontaneously by physicians

ME that have caused or may cause harm to the

patient

Possibility of anonymous reporting
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Project of recording and assessing medication errors:

Results

N = 123 ICSR of

medication errors

Period: 01.01.2016 – 31.12.2017

Criteria: - ICSR directly reported to DCGMA

- Spontaneous reports

- Medication errors (SMQ, narrow

criteria) 

DCGMA 

Database

* ME suspected but not clearly described; not coded as ME  

30 additional 

„special cases“ *
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Project of recording and assessing medication errors:

Risk reducing consequences (n = 153)

Fallbeschreibung Konsequenz

Transfusion-related errors
ADR conference: announcement in DÄB 

(cooperation with PEI)

Tacrolimus / St. John‘s Wort (Interaction) announcement in DÄB 

Haloperidol / Haloperidol decanoate (drug name

confusion)

ADR conference; announcement in DÄB ; 

BfArM: regulatory measure

Propofol infusions syndrom (special case) ADR conference: announcement in DÄB 

Colchicine (accidental overdose)
ADR conference: announcement in DÄB ; 

BfArM: regulatory measure

Vincristine (accidental intrathecal application) ADR conference: announcement in DÄB 

Phenprocoumon / Tilidine (Interaction; special case) Drug Safety Mail

Simvastatin / Amiodarone (Interaction; special case) Drug Safety Mail

Dipyrone (Agranulocytosis, monitoring error) Drug Safety Mail

Vitamin D (Overdose) Drug Safety Mail

Oxycodone (Calculation error, overdose) ADR conference; Publ. in scientific journal

Flupentixol decanoate (overdose, drug name confusion) ADR conference; BfArM: regulatory measure

Midazolam / Diazepam: confusion ADR conference; BfArM: regulatory measure

Sodium phosphate: acute kidney injury (special case) Physicians‘ Committee for Drug Safety
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Thank you for your attention!

Ursula.Koeberle@akdae.de

Thomas.Stammschulte@akdae.de




