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START OF THE STORY OF COVID-19 IN SAUDI ARABIA

The first case of COVID-19 in Saudi Arabia was announced by the Ministry of Health 
on March 2 2021

The Saudi patient, who had travelled from Iran via Bahrain over the King Fahd 
Causeway, was immediately quarantined, and the ministry dispatched infection-
control teams to trace and test anyone with whom he had been in contact



STATISTICS











GOVERNMENT INSTRUCTIONS AND RESTRICTIONS

 Wearing face masks.

 Maintaining social distancing.

 Avoiding mass gatherings. 

As for the need for other health restrictions and measures, this relies on how active the virus will become
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Saudi Arabia 

took early 

precautions to 

confront the 

pandemic

First case in SA 

when the world 

had recorded 

91,000 cases and 

3,118 deaths.

Citizens and 

residents were 

asked to postpone 

travel to 

Singapore

Suspending 

Umrah visas for 

foreign pilgrims.

Cancellation of 

events, including 

the Riyadh 

International Book 

Fair and 

International Horse 

Festival

Prevention of 

gatherings and 

wedding 

ceremonies.

Closure of all 

public and private 

universities and 

schools across the 

country.
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Travel 

restrictions

21-day curfew from 

7 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

across the whole of 

the country. 

Temporarily 

closed all places 

of worship

Shipping services 

with 50 countries 

were suspended.

King Salman 

ordered that all 

COVID-19 patients 

in the Kingdom 

should be treated 

free of charge

24-hour curfew was 

imposed on a 

number of cities and 

governess.

More than 2,800 

intensive care unit 

beds were added, 

increasing the 

Kingdom’s stock 

by 30 percent.
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Saudi Arabia 

temporarily 

relaxed daytime 

restrictions ahead 

of the start of 

Ramadan (9 a.m. 

and 5 p.m)

24-hour curfew was 

reimposed on the 

whole country for 

the duration of the 

Eid Al-Fitr holiday

Restrictions 

remained in place, 

for religious 

pilgrimages, 

international travel 

and gatherings of 

more than 50 

people.

“cautious return to normality”

*Saudi Arabia 

experience with 

COVID-19;  a 

document published 

by MOH

*https://www.moh.gov.sa/Documents/2020-10-27-002.pdf#page4

Restrictions 

removed for 

international 

religious pilgrimages 

with restrictions. 



SMART PHONE APPLICATIONS PROVIDED TO TRACK CASES

 Mawid, a centralized appointments-booking system for primary healthcare.

 Seha, an app through which people can consult a doctor by text, telephone or video conference, book 

COVID-19 test appointments, and carry out COVID-19 self-assessments.

 Tabaud allows users to know if they have been in contact with anyone confirmed to be positive for 

COVID-19.

 Tetamman proved to be priceless, allowing people to take advantage of the drive-through testing 

stations set up by the ministry in 17 cities.

 Tawakalna, an app through which people can show their COVID-19 situation and immunization, it is 

like a bypass ticket to go over the public areas.



COVID19 VACCINE 



COVID19 VACCINE –VACCINATION PLAN 

First stage

Citizens and residents over 65 years 
of age

People with BMI of over 40.

Immunocompromised individuals

People with two or more chronic 
diseases

People with occupations that make 
them more vulnerable to infection.

Second stage

Citizens and residents over 50 years 
of age

Other HCP

People with one chronic diseases

People with BMI of 30-40.

Third stage

All citizens and residents who 
wish to take the vaccine



COVID 19 VACCINE- SIDE EFFECTS



*https://www.moh.gov.sa/en/Ministry/MediaCenter/Publications/Documents/MoH-VITT.pdf

COVID 19 VACCINE SIDE EFFECTS

 On April 2021; Saudi Arabia records 15 blood clots possibly associated with Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine

 The Saudi Food and Drug Agency, however, said the immunological platelet deficiency 
and clotting syndrome associated with AstraZeneca vaccine has not been confirmed 
in any of these cases so far, and it is rare

 It confirmed that the desired benefits from administering the vaccine still outweigh 
the potential risks

 On 17 April 2021, MOH publish Vaccine-Induced Thrombosis and Thrombocytopenia 
guideline*



VACCINE-INDUCED THROMBOSIS AND THROMBOCYTOPENIA 

GUIDELINE



UPDATED VACCINATION PLAN

 Based on the SFDA report related the adverse events associated with 

Covid-19 vaccines, the criteria was slightly modified:
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