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The NHS Patient Safety Strategy

Patient Safety Strategy: 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-
safety/the-nhs-patient-safety-strategy/

Patient Safety Syllabus:
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-
work/patient-safety

Level 1 and Level 2:

https://www.e-
lfh.org.uk/programmes/patient-safety-
syllabus-training/

A Just Culture Guide:
https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-
safety/a-just-culture-guide/

https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety/the-nhs-patient-safety-strategy/
https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/patient-safety
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/patient-safety-syllabus-training/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety/a-just-culture-guide/
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National Reporting & Learning

NHS England » National patient safety incident reports up to June 2021

21 million 
Incident reports on

National Reporting & 
Learning System

Upgrading to 

“learning from 
Patient Safety 

Events service”

Data shared publicly 
& on request

https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/national-patient-safety-incident-reports-up-to-june-2021/
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National Response to Medicines Safety Data

• Data drives improvements across the whole of England

• Data used to design national improvement programmes

• Review of data identifies new and under-recognised patient safety issues, 

• This allows us to issues advice and guidance:
• By working with partner organisations eg professional bodies/regulatory 

agencies https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety/using-patient-safety-events-data-to-keep-
patients-safe/how-we-acted-on-patient-safety-issues-you-recorded/clinical-specialty/

• By issuing a National Patient Safety Alert containing mandatory actions 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety/patient-safety-alerts/

https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety/using-patient-safety-events-data-to-keep-patients-safe/how-we-acted-on-patient-safety-issues-you-recorded/clinical-specialty/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/patient-safety/patient-safety-alerts/
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National Improvement Programme
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Measuring Impact

16,920 readmissions 
avoided by Discharge 

Medicines Service

54% reductions in 
interruptions in Care 

Home medication 
rounds

Over 1000 fewer 
people at risk of 
overdose from 
Methotrexate

48 fewer babies 
suffering cerebral palsy

31% reduction in 
prescribing of high 

dose opioids

90 fewer major bleeds 
from co-prescription of 

anticoagulants and 
anti-inflammatories

25% reduction in 
traumatising rapid 

tranquilisations

16,986 fewer patients 
at risk of gastric bleed

2 million visits a month 
to Medicines A-Z     

web-pages

85% of Trusts 
implementing electronic 

medication software 
reducing errors by 30%

31% reduction in 
number of women of 

childbearing age 
prescribed valproate

303 lives saved

With fewer opioids 
used in chronic pain
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Further Information

• For further information contact: patientsafety.enquiries@nhs.net

• Follow @PtSafetyNHS 

mailto:patientsafety.enquiries@nhs.net

