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Learn / Share / Act

•Reporting and Learning Program in Canada
•Analysis
•Knowledge Dissemination
•Knowledge Translation
•Sustaining Improvement 
•Evaluation

Outline



© Institute for Safe Medication Practices Canada

Canadian Medication Incident Reporting and Prevention System
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Example Error Report and Action

Succinylcholine (right) was mistaken 
for sodium chloride (left) and used to 
reconstitute a medication.

Succinylcholine package and label changes 
(right) with Warning “Paralyzing Agent”.
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Safety Bulletin described warning

December 2002: 
Neuromuscular Blocking 
Agents – Time for Action
https://www.ismp-
canada.org/download/sa
fetyBulletins/ismpcsb02
12.pdf

https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/safetyBulletins/ismpcsb0212.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/safetyBulletins/ismpcsb0212.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/safetyBulletins/ismpcsb0212.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/safetyBulletins/ismpcsb0212.pdf
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Safety Bulletin described initiative

February 2006: 
Neuromuscular 
Blocking Agent 
Labelling and 
Packaging Initiative
https://www.ismp-
canada.org/news/ite
m/37/

https://www.ismp-canada.org/news/item/37/
https://www.ismp-canada.org/news/item/37/
https://www.ismp-canada.org/news/item/37/
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Label Improvements Adopted by all Manufacturers

All products now have the warning “Paralyzing 
Agent” on the Ferrule/Cap

Interim phase
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Sustaining Learning in Practice

Guide for Prescription Drugs Guide for Non-prescription drugs
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Safety Bulletin Describes Monitoring

May 2021: Safety Bulletin - 
ALERT: Rocuronium Vials Lack 
Recommended Warning on 
Ferrule
https://ismpcanada.ca/wp-
content/uploads/ISMPCSB2021-
i5-ALERT-
Rocuronium.pdf#page=1

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fismpcanada.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FISMPCSB2021-i5-ALERT-Rocuronium.pdf%23page%3D1&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbd437900a88144b1beb208db59b921eb%7C4e1b261fb7fc4b3eb7107b9f26f3130a%7C0%7C0%7C638202423899577562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hDz0Q9TZiFE2kgXao18BuwaY3UUZzPjrOTxdiFNaOFo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fismpcanada.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FISMPCSB2021-i5-ALERT-Rocuronium.pdf%23page%3D1&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbd437900a88144b1beb208db59b921eb%7C4e1b261fb7fc4b3eb7107b9f26f3130a%7C0%7C0%7C638202423899577562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hDz0Q9TZiFE2kgXao18BuwaY3UUZzPjrOTxdiFNaOFo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fismpcanada.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FISMPCSB2021-i5-ALERT-Rocuronium.pdf%23page%3D1&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbd437900a88144b1beb208db59b921eb%7C4e1b261fb7fc4b3eb7107b9f26f3130a%7C0%7C0%7C638202423899577562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hDz0Q9TZiFE2kgXao18BuwaY3UUZzPjrOTxdiFNaOFo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fismpcanada.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FISMPCSB2021-i5-ALERT-Rocuronium.pdf%23page%3D1&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbd437900a88144b1beb208db59b921eb%7C4e1b261fb7fc4b3eb7107b9f26f3130a%7C0%7C0%7C638202423899577562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hDz0Q9TZiFE2kgXao18BuwaY3UUZzPjrOTxdiFNaOFo%3D&reserved=0
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Examples:

Frequently Asked Questions:

https://www.ismp-
canada.org/download/ocil/FAQ-restrict-
neuromuscular-blocking-agents-accessible-
rapid-sequence-intubation-kits.pdf

Canadian Association of Critical Care Nurses 
Journal 2007

https://www.ismp-
canada.org/download/caccn/CACCN-
Spring07.pdf

Anesthesiology Journal 2016

https://www.ismp-
canada.org/download/PerioperativeMedic
ationErrors.pdf

Additional Publications to Share Learning

https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/ocil/FAQ-restrict-neuromuscular-blocking-agents-accessible-rapid-sequence-intubation-kits.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/ocil/FAQ-restrict-neuromuscular-blocking-agents-accessible-rapid-sequence-intubation-kits.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/ocil/FAQ-restrict-neuromuscular-blocking-agents-accessible-rapid-sequence-intubation-kits.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/ocil/FAQ-restrict-neuromuscular-blocking-agents-accessible-rapid-sequence-intubation-kits.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/caccn/CACCN-Spring07.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/caccn/CACCN-Spring07.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/caccn/CACCN-Spring07.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/PerioperativeMedicationErrors.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/PerioperativeMedicationErrors.pdf
https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/PerioperativeMedicationErrors.pdf
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Never Events for Hospital Care in Canada

http://www.patientsafetyinstitute.ca/en/toolsResources/NeverEvents/

Never Events Include:

Patient death or serious harm as a result of
neuromuscular blockade without sedation, 
airway control and ventilation capability.
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Never Event Definition

Patient safety incidents in a healthcare facility that 
result in serious harm or death, and are preventable 
using organizational checks and balances.

Never 
Events

Surgical

Medication

Mental 
Health

Patient 
Protection

Product or 
device

Care 
management 

Environ-
mental
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Never Events Medication Safety Self-
Assessment (MSSA) (2019)

Available from:
https://mssa2.ismp-canada.org/never-events-hosp-amb

https://mssa2.ismp-canada.org/never-events-hosp-amb
https://mssa2.ismp-canada.org/never-events-hosp-amb
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MSSA For Paramedics (2022)
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Resource Guide for Practice Improvements

Hospital Harm 
Improvement
Resource Guide

http://www.patientsafetyinstitute.ca/en/toolsResources/Hospital-Harm-Measure/Improvement-Resourceshttp://www.patientsafetyinstitute.ca/en/toolsResources/Hospital-Harm-Measure/Improvement-Resources
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Knowledge Translation through Standards

Medication Management Standards and  Required Organizational 
Practices

High-Alert Medications: 

Organizations are required to implement a comprehensive strategy to 
manage high-alert medications, based on the ISMP list of high-alert 
medications.
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Pharmaceutical Bar Coding Support

Aim:

Create a national environment for automated 
identification at each point of medication flow 
chain (from manufacturer to patient 
administration).
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Evaluation to Capture Results

https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/cmirps/rptISMPC_CMIRPS_Final_Report.pdf

Impact captured in Evaluation work.

https://www.ismp-canada.org/download/cmirps/rptISMPC_CMIRPS_Final_Report.pdf
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